














LEARN FROM
SELECTED EXPERTS

The resource persons selected to deliver or 
moderate its capacity building activities are 
experts in the fields of international relations, 
diplomatic practice and international law from 
academic and international circles, including 
practitioners from both within and outside the UN 
system.

Leila Benkirane has 30 years of 
service with the UN and her key 
competencies are international 
law and management. She 
served for 20 years the UN 
Office of Legal Affairs where 
she acquired an extensive 
experience in international law 
performing functions relating 
to international peace and 
security, providing legal advice 
on issues arising from UN 
operations. She also performed 
Legal Advisory role in several 
UN peace operations; lectured 
and taught courses on 
international law, peace and 
security.

Alice Hecht is currently 
Adviser to UNITAR on 
protocol in multilateral 
organizations and their 
impact in the conduct of 
negotiations. Prior to heading 
the Office of Protocol of the 
United Nations, 2006 to 
2009, Ms. Hecht was the 
Director of Administration of 
the United Nations Mission 
in Kosovo (2003 to 2005) 
in charge of the direction 
of the administration of 
some 7,000 civilian and 
uniformed personnel and the 
implementation of an annual 
budget of $270 million.
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Masoumeh Sahami has 
30 years of service with 
the United Nations. As the 
Secretary of the Trade and 
Development Board she 
also served as Secretary 
of the 13th UNCTAD 
Ministerial Conference in 
Doha in 2012. Ms. Sahami 
has extensive experience 
in the work of UNCTAD, 
in particular on technical 
cooperation activities in 
collaboration with bilateral 
donors and Bretton Woods 
Institutions (BWIs).

       

Trainer in Economic Diplomacy

Jérôme L’Host is a 
dedicated Senior 
Consultant based in 
Geneva and Moscow, 
working internationally 
with both Public and 
Private Sectors. Over the 
last sixteen years, he has 
delivered presentations 
and motivational speeches 
for numerous public and 
private entities. Mr. L’Host 
has managed more than 
40 large-scale international 
projects in more than 30 
different countries.

Michele Pekar
Trainer in Economic Diplomacy

Michele Pekar is the Executive 
Director of Co-Dev, Inc. 
France and USA, a consulting 
firm specializing in negotiation 
and leadership skills. For the 
last 15 years, as a senior 
negotiation trainer, she has 
taught courses and seminars 
for several international 
organizations, academic 
institutions and in corporate 
executive training. She has 
developed international 
strategy and partnerships for 
European institutions of higher 
education. She graduated 
from Harvard University. 
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Tosi Mpanu-Mpanu is a 
senior negotiator for the 
UNFCCC. He has more than 
fifteen years of experience 
in the fields of diplomacy, 
economic development, 
climate change, energy and 
sustainable development. 
Tosi Mpanu-Mpanu 
previously worked for several 
ministries of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. He also 
served as a National REDD+ 
coordinator, Chair of the 
African Group for UNFCCC 
and as a World Bank 
consultant.

Tosi Mpanu-Mpanu
Trainer in Climate Change
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