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The PRTR Protocol requires each Party:

• publicly accessible through Internet, free of charge

• searchable according to separate parameters

• user-friendly in its structure and provide links to other relevant 
registers

• presents standardized, timely data on a structured, computerized 
database

• covers releases and transfers of at least 86 pollutants

• covers releases and transfers from certain types of major point 
sources

• accommodates available data on releases from diffuse sources

• has limited confidentiality provisions and

• allows for public participation in its development and modification



Players of PRTRs process:

• “...The dissemination of PRTR data is a powerful 
tool for communicating information about the 
environment. Everyone benefits from available 
information:

• Goverment may use them to evaluate progress towards 
achivieving their environmental policy goals

• Industry may use PRTR data to improve environmental 
management efforts

• NGOs have played a substantial role in bringing
PRTR data to the public and making them more 
understandable. Public access to PRTR data may also 
constitute a basis for dialog with individual facilities and 
can help the public better understand local conditions …”



Why open and available information is so important?

Important trends:

• access to information is highly prioritized (and not only 
“upon request”) 

• increasing environmental legislation - reporting is more 
demanding 

Good and timely information needed to:

• support policy development and implementation

• guide allocation of financial and human resources

• support environmental democracy 

• implement international agreements

• take right decision at the different levels



7 Shared Environmental Information System 
(SEIS) principles:

Information should be:

• managed as close as possible to its source

• collected once, and shared with others for many purposes

• readily available to easily fulfil reporting obligations

• easily accessible to all users

• accessible to enable comparisons at the appropriate 
geographical scale, and citizen participation

• fully available to the general public, and at the national level in 
the relevant national language(s)

• supported through common, free open software standards



As practice shows…

Information should be:

• Easy communicated

• Well visualised with less text 

• Interpreted and explained in simple manner for better 
understanding

• Presented in a creative way



Air and soil pollution in Donetsk area



Environmental impacts from pollution



Mercury and human health



Mining in the Balkans



Air pollution in Central Asia



Air quality monitoring 



Air quality in Central Asia



Water quality in selected rivers of Central Asia



SEIS for Seven Lake, Armenia



SEIS for Seven Lake, Armenia



SEIS for Seven Lake, Armenia



Water quality in the Dniester river



Hydrometeorological situation on the Dniester river





More examples and 
publications 

are available at

www.zoinet.org
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