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Energy In situations of displacement
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1. who are we talking about?




134 million

INn need of humanitarian aid

68.5 million

forcibly displaced people  Z.() M 11 on

worldwide | |
Internally displaced persons

25.4 mllllon refugees 3.1 million asylum seekers
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2. the scale of the problem
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Many displaced people do not have access to
enough energy to cover their basic needs.
Coping strategies include:

« Undercooking meals
« Skipping meals
« Selling food rations to buy cooking fuel

80 % of the 8.7 million refugees in camps have
absolutely minimal access to energy, with a
high dependence on traditional biomass for
cooking and no access to electricity.
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Reliance on firewood endangers
Fe j : safety (women and girls

= 3 : W S exposed to attack outside of
: ‘ 3 4ig camps, outbreaks of fire

X L, . p Photos: UNHCR Goudoubo camp, Burkina Faso, 2017



Extreme temperail 'n‘j%t_e shelter 1
endangerglives; | rfir ISe respiratory

and a hosfof ot ung and heakt conditions

Child refugees burning rubbish to keep warm in a disused
warehouse in Belgrade, Serbia (Amnesty)



86 percent take refuge in developing reglons already under
‘severe environmental stress

i "kutijpalohg Camp, Bangladesh. (FAO i 2 i Bank of Info(-Bahgtédash
__.Emergencies) A\ e _ ‘ * Ay







...meanwhile, humanitarian agencies are paying over
the odds for the energy they generate

$6.7million

total annual spending on diesel for
generators of just seven agencies we
spoke to in Kenya.

Estimate humanitarian sector spends c.
$400 million /year

Chatham House/MEI (2018): The Costs of Fuelling Humanitarian Aid, forthcoming 2018



3. challenges

National challenges:
Global/Institutional Challenges:
e  Translating policy into practice
« Energy not prioritized, no « Duration of stay
targets, no strategy, no « Legal arrangements
reporting, no funder demand
« Data and evidence

« Short-term approach with Local challenges:
budgets to match

e Procurement — specifying « Social acceptability
equipment rather than « Local hosting population
services facing the same problems

 Lack of understanding « Instability and security
between expert companies & « Geographical location

humanitarian agencies and climate



4. opportunities
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Towards a Global Plan of Action for Humanitarian Energy

together, we can do things better

Reduced environmental
and social pressures

Sustainable energy solutions can reduce
environmental and social pressures and

create market opportunities for local businesses.

Engaging private-sector expertise

A growing number of private-sector companies have
developed sustainable energy services appropriate for
low-income households. This expertise could be
harnessed to benefit displaced communities.

Extending solutions to
local populations

Energy solutions for refugee camps could be shared with
host countries to boost energy access and security for all.
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pressures for a refugee-host country

New desalination plants, Grid upgrading

water treatment & power power and water plant
plants efficiency; distribution

network upgrade

Renewable _
power plants; National

legacy
treatment investments
systems

Repairing parts of water
distribution network;
buildings retrofitting;

Dual use

and
Solar applications community
for homes and applications

buildings (panels, Retrofitting community
SWHSs); affordable buildings; restoring

green new homes Refugee wells/pumps;

targeted
assistance

Improved insulation;
efficient equipment
provision; specific service
solutions

Mobile RE applications for
camps/minigrids; more durable
energy efficient shelter
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4. The Global Plan of Action




why do we need a plan of action?

Because everyone has parts of the picture — better information and
research will support the case

Organizations are moving — it makes sense to share knowledge, data
and experience and speed up the learning curve

To get things done takes high level political will

...as well as bottom up engagement and innovation

At present, there are a lot of energy pilots springing up but a danger that
without institutional change, these will remain adhoc pilots
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- SECURING ENERGY
FOR THE DISPLACED

BACKGROUND

people around the world are currently in need of
1 3 4 humanitarian assistance due to conflict, natural
disaster, and other global challenges. For them,

as for anyone else, having access to safe

MILLION energy is critical for survival.
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why now Is the time

Numbers of forcibly displaced people at an all time high & pressure to
do more with less as crises become protracted

Morally wrong to increase the environmental stress on hosting
countries when it can be avoided; UN’s commitment to carbon
neutrality

The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants and the Global
Compact work — particularly the response and resilience frameworks
The Agenda for Humanity, esp. Core Responsibility 4: ‘Change
people’s lives: from delivering aid to ending need’

SDG7 — Affordable and Clean Energy & (also 3, 11, 13...)
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Nuru Access Center and Learning Hub in Kakuma Refugee Cam
Kenya, delivered by Crown Agents’ in partnership with Swiss Con
and SAVIC commissioned by the Moving Energy Initiative, 2018.




Energy is not a formal priority in humanitarian assistance
Displaced people are not included in national or
International energy- access agendas

Energy in displacement settings is under-funded
Expertise and capacity to implement humanitarian energy
solutions is limited

Data on humanitarian energy needs and solutions are
limited and not widely shared
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linics 5 and 6, Kakuma camp, Kenya so[anzed by Kube

Energy and PowerGen under the Movmg Energmetlatlve“2018.
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S0, we grouped approaches to solve these
challenges under 5 themes
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what is the role of the Global Plan of Action?

e Turning all the great work, research, pilot schemes and good will that we have
seen in the last few years into action at the policy, governance and strategic
levels so that good practice in energy becomes part of the system

e Facilitating cooperation and progress amongst peer groups across sectors

e \Working with national governments to increase capacity for sustainable
solutions

e |nstitutionalizing good practice so there are not just adhoc pilots in future, but
energy gets done better

= real change, better cleaner access to energy for displaced people and

less environmental pressure and cleaner energy solutions for hosting

countries
25
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- Anx guestions?
Visit movingenergy.earth


https://mei.chathamhouse.org

