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Role and main responsibilities of the 
technical secretariat (what do we do?) 

• Provide technical secretariat support to the 
Committee focusing on procedural and 
organizational matters.

• Ensure all services are in place and are 
used efficiently and effectively.

• Work closely with other offices involved in 
the substantive work of the Committee.

• Support the Chair and the Bureau.
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Presentation – 4 parts

1) Programme of work (proposed 
modalities)-  Interactive dialogues, general 
debate.
2) Documentation and draft proposals 
(i.e. resolutions or decisions - including 
introduction and action).

3)    The Bureau.
4)    Tools.
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Programme of work

• Programme of work - circulated on the 
e-deleGATE portal and the Committee 
website.

• 14 items considered annually – 2 of which 
are organizational.

• General Committee to recommend items 
for inclusions and allocation on 14 
September – GA plenary to adopt the 
agenda on 16 September.
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Programme of work, cont’d

• 8 weeks of deliberations (5 weeks of 
deliberations and 3 weeks of action).

• List of speakers for general discussions 
with a deadline (opens on 16 September).

• Time limits: 5 minutes for individual 
delegations and 8 minutes for groups.

• For interactive dialogues: 2-3 minutes.
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Programme of work, cont’d

• Human rights item (item 69) includes 
presentations by special procedure 
mandate-holders and other experts 
(around 70 expected for 77th session).

• Up to 3 experts presenting per meeting 
followed by an interactive dialogue with 
each presenter.
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Draft programme of work
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Documentation and draft 
proposals 
Useful documents:

•Historical information on items:  GA annotated agenda 
(A/77/100)

•Working methods of the 3rd Committee: A/C.3/76/CRP.3

Pre-session
•Organization of work (A/C.3/77/L.1) 
•  Status of documentation – (A/C.3/77/L.1/Add.1)

In-session
•  Draft resolutions and decisions (L documents A/C.3/77/L._)

Post-session
•  Reports under each item with technical proceedings and 

action taken (to be reflected in the checklist A/C.3/77/INF/1)
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http://undocs.org/A/C.3/77/L.1
http://undocs.org/A/C.3/77/L.1/Add.1


Documentation and draft 
proposals, cont’d
Submission of draft proposals 

•Submission of draft proposals (Res. and 
Dec.) should follow the guidelines.

•Important: use A/RES document as basis 
when based on previous text.

•Submission at least 4 working days in 
advance of action – processing and budget 
review.  

•USE E-SUBMISSIONS. 
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Documentation and draft 
proposals, cont’d
• Sponsorship: through e-Sponsorship 

module in e-delegate or in room prior to 
action during in-person formal meetings.

• e-Sponsorship will close at the start of the 
consideration of a draft proposal during 
the meeting.   
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Formal and informal meetings

• Formal meetings: Plenaries of up to 
3-hours in duration, with interpretation 
services, summary records and a press 
release.

• Punctuality and utilization important.
• Informal consultations do not have 

services mentioned above.
• All meetings announced in the UN Journal.
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Bureau

• Chair: His Excellency José Alfonso Blanco 
Conde, Permanent Representative of the 
Dominican Republic .

• Vice-Chairs: 
– Ms. Almaha Mubarak Althani of Qatar; 
–  Ms. Marta Kaczmarska of Poland; 
– Mr. Stefano Guerra of Portugal.

• Rapporteur: Ms. Salini Gungaram of 
Mauritius.
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Bureau cont’d

Functions:
•Organize the work of the Committee.
•Divides the responsibilities for draft 
resolutions by regions.

•Reviews the progress of work and 
coordinate action in the plenary.
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Tools

• Committee website 
(www.un.org/en/ga/third).

• e-deleGATE portal (edelegate.un.int).
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Third Committee website
https://www.un.org/en/ga/third
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https://www.un.org/en/ga/third


E-deleGATE portal 
https://edelegate.un.int/
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https://edelegate.un.int/


E-deleGATE portal (cont’d)
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END

Thank you
-----------------------------

Contact:
Ziad Mahmassani

Mahmassani@un.org
9172921750
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