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The expected outcome is to strengthen the capacities of national institutions to:

The Special Programme
An example of a funding source

• Develop and monitor the implementation of national policies, strategies, 

programmes and legislation for the SMCW;

• Promote the adoption, monitoring and enforcement of legislation and 

regulatory frameworks; 

• Promote the mainstreaming of the SMCW into national development plans, 

budgets, policies, legislation and implementation frameworks;

• Work in a multisectoral, effective, efficient, transparent, accountable and 

sustainable manner in the long term; 

• Facilitate multisectoral and multi-stakeholder cooperation and 

coordination at the national level; 

• Promote private sector responsibility, accountability and involvement; 

• Promote the cooperative, coordinated and effective implementation of 

the BRS Conventions, the Minamata Convention, and SAICM

SOURCE:

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/special-programme 

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/special-programme
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Government

• Ministries of Agriculture are generally concerned with the use of agricultural chemicals for the benefit of securing food supplies;  

• Customs Authorities are generally responsible for ensuring that chemicals do not enter or leave the country contrary to government 

regulations, and tariffs and duties;  

• Ministries of Environment are generally concerned with the direct and indirect effects of releasing chemicals into the environment as 

emissions and wastes to air, water, and land;  

• Ministries of Finance have a central role in financial resource allocations for chemicals related activities;  

• Ministries of Foreign Affairs usually coordinate all international aspects of chemicals management, such as participation in relevant 

international agreements and conventions and sometimes foreign aid;  

• Government printing/publications offices are generally concerned with the publication and distribution of laws, regulations and 

other government documents, and can play a role in raising public awareness;  

• Ministries of Health are mainly concerned with the short- and long-term health impacts of chemicals (including emergencies and 

poisonings) on the general public or specific population groups;  

• Ministries of Industry are often concerned with the production of chemicals and chemical products and the introduction of cleaner 

production technologies;  



Government

• Ministries of Justice or Legal Affairs are generally concerned with the development and enforcement of laws and regulations, and often deal 

with issues concerning public access to information, the protection of confidential business information, criminal and forensic issues, and 

accidents/incidents/terrorism;  

• Ministries of Labour are generally concerned with occupational health and safety issues related to the use and handling of chemicals at the 

workplace;  

• Ministries of Planning primarily deal with economic planning (and land use/regional development). This ministry can also often deal with the 

donation or receipt of development assistance, which could include chemicals for agricultural use, technical or financial assistance for the 

development of chemical industries, or technical assistance for the management of chemicals;  

• Ministries of Science and Technology play an important role in deciding the future direction and resource allocations for research and, at least 

indirectly, action on chemicals;  

• Ministries of Trade are generally responsible for regulating the import and export of chemical substances and often have the authority to issue 

relevant trade permits; and   

• Ministries of Transport are generally concerned with the safe transportation and storage of chemicals during the distribution phase. 



Other sectors

Most stakeholders can be found in various identifiable categories. Such categories include:  

• industry associations and industrial enterprises; 

• the agricultural sector (e.g. farmers, agricultural associations, cooperatives); 

• retailers and distributors; 

• public health professionals; 

• workers and workers’ unions; 

• public interest groups (e.g. environmental groups, consumer protection groups); 

• research institutes and academia; 

• women’s organisations; 

• communities; and 

• individual citizens. 
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