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Minamata Convention of Mercury

• Objective: to protect the human health and the 
environment from anthropogenic emissions and 
releases of mercury and mercury compounds.

• Adopted in October 2013, entered into force in 
August 2017.

• Mercury is a chemical of global concern owing to its:
➢ Long-range atmospheric transport,
➢ Persistence in the environment once 

anthropogenically introduced,
➢ Ability to bioaccumulate in ecosystems, and
➢ Significant negative effects and human health 

and the environment.
• Recognizes the lessons of Minamata Disease, in 

particular the serious health and environmental 
effects from mercury pollution.

See Minamata Convention at a Glance

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/resources/minamata-convention-mercury-glance




https://web.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/global-mercury-supply-trade-and-demand
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Control measures and support measures



Major obligations of the parties to the Minamata Convention

• Article 3: Not allow new mercury mines and close old ones in 15 years

• Article 3: Only export mercury with written consent of importing 

countries

• Article 4: Phase out listed mercury-added products by 2020 (2025 for 

newly-added product categories.

• Article 4: Take measures to phase down dental amalgam

• Article 5: Phase out listed mercury-using processes by 2018 or 2025, 

and take measures to restrict other listed processes

• Article 7: Develop and implement national action plans on artisanal 

and small-scale gold mining in 3 years

• Article 8: Take measures on new emission sources in 5 years and 

existing sources in 10 years. Establish emission inventory in 5 years

• Article 9: Identify relevant sources and take measures. Establish 

release inventory in 5 years

• Article 10: Take measures on interim storage

• Article 11: Manage mercury waste in an environmentally sound 

manner

• Article 12: Endeavour to develop strategies

• Article 21: Report on the implementation of the Convention
See Overview of Key Operational Articles

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/resources/key-control-measures-under-minamata-convention


Parties to the Minamata Convention

►146 parties, as of September 2023

For most recent list of parties, see UN Treaties Section website

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXVII-17&chapter=27&clang=_en


Becoming a party to the Minamata Convention

• In order to become a party to the Convention, a State or a regional 
economic integration organization must demonstrate its willingness 
to undertake the legal rights and obligations contained in the 
Convention.

• This is done through ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession.

• Accession – becoming a party without signature – was opened when 
the Convention was closed for signature on 10 October 2014.

• Usually ratification, acceptance, approval or accession involves two 
distinct procedural acts:

➢ The first act relates to the constitutional (internal) laws of a State 
and to the procedure that must be fulfilled before the State can 
assume the international obligations enshrined in the Minamata 
Convention. 

➢ The second act deals with the external (international) level, which 
is the process through which the State indicates its consent to be 
bound by the Convention.

• Model instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or acceptance 
are available in the six official UN languages on UN Treaties Section.

See Becoming a Party

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/Content.aspx?path=Publication/ModelInstruments/Page1_en.xml
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/resources/becoming-party-minamata-convention-mercury


Key steps to becoming a party



Declarations and notifications

• Some declarations maybe included in the instrument of ratification 
itself (or acceptance, approval or accession), such as the 
declaration regarding the means of dispute settlement as per Article 
25, paragraphs 2 and 3 and the declaration on the entry into force of 
any amendment to an annex as per Article 30, paragraph 5.

• Optional and mandatory declarations impose legal obligations on 
the declarant and therefore must be signed by the Head of State, 
Head of Government or Minister for Foreign Affairs or by a person 
having full powers for that purpose issued by one of the above 
authorities.

• Notifications do not have the same legal effect as declarations, and 
do not need to be signed by the Head of State, Head of Government 
or Minister for Foreign Affairs or by a person having full powers.

• There are various provisions on notification, including Articles 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 17 and 30.

See Convention webpage on notifications.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/parties/notifications


Benefits of becoming a party to the Minamata Convention

• Protect its own people’s health and environment from the harmful effects of mercury from 
anthropogenic sources.

• Benefit from global efforts to protect human health and the environment from anthropogenic 
emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds.

• Influence the development and implementation of the Convention through participation in the 
decision-making process of the Conference of the Parties.

• Participate in trade regimes to manage mercury responsibly.

• Contribute to achieving its commitment to Sustainable Development Goals.

• Access capacity-building and technical assistance support through the Convention’s financial 
mechanism and through the Secretariat’s activities.

• Improve information, awareness and education through regular exchange and drawing on the 
Secretariat and the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership.

• Improve research and development on mercury.

• Facilitate cooperation among parties and other stakeholders to support the implementation of 
Convention obligations.
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SIP projects are
complementary 
to work funded 

through the 
GEF.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/implementation/gef


Minamata Convention Initial Assessments

See Convention website

• GEF enabling activities include the development of 
Minamata Convention Initial Assessments (MIA), 
which support countries to prepare to implement 
the obligations of the Minamata Convention as 
soon as possible.

• MIA may include:
➢ National Mercury Profile, including 

identification of significant sources of 
emissions and releases 

➢ Overview of structures, institutions, and 
legislation already available to implement the 
Convention;

➢ Challenges to implementation, including 
identification of legal and/or regulatory gaps to 
be addressed prior to ratification

➢ Capacity building, technical assistance as well 
as other needs required for the implementation 
of the Convention.

• MIA reports are available on website. 

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/parties/minamata-initial-assessments
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/parties/minamata-initial-assessments


Specific International Programme

The SIP is 

supporting Parties in 

all regions.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/implementation/specific-international-programme


National Focal Points

• Article 17 requires that each Party designates a 
National Focal Point for the exchange of 
information under it.

• Designation of national focal points can be done 
using a sample letter.

• Non-parties can also designate a national focal 
point to receive relevant information.

See Convention webpage on national focal points

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Form-and-Model-letter-for-designation-Minamata-NFP_English.docx
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/parties/focal-points


Amendment of Annex A

▪ Article 4 of the Minamata Convention 
provides that Parties shall not allow the 
manufacture, import or export of 
mercury-added products listed in Annex 
A Part I after the specified phase-out 
date.

▪ COP in its decision MC-4/3 amended 
Annex A Part I, adding eight product 
categories.



Amendment of Annex A

▪ Annex A Part II listed 
nine measures on 
dental amalgam of 
which Parties were to 
take two.

▪ Decision MC-4/3 
added two mandatory 
measures on the use 
of amalgam in bulk 
form and its use for 
children and 
pregnant/ 
breastfeeding 
women.

Mercury-

added 

products
Provisions 

Dental 

amalgam

Measures to be taken by a Party to phase down the 

use of dental amalgam shall take into account the 

Party’s domestic circumstances and relevant 

international guidance and shall include two or more 

of the measures from the following list:

(i) Setting national objectives aiming at dental 

caries prevention and health promotion, thereby 

minimizing the need for dental restoration; 

(ii) Setting national objectives aiming at minimizing 

its use;

(iii) Promoting the use of cost-effective and 

clinically effective mercury-free alternatives for 

dental restoration; 

(iv) Promoting research and development of quality 

mercury-free materials for dental restoration;

(v) Encouraging representative professional 

organizations and dental schools to educate 

and train dental professionals and students on 

the use of mercury-free dental restoration 

alternatives and on promoting best 

management practices;

Dental 

amalgam

(vi) Discouraging insurance policies and 

programmes that favour dental amalgam use 

over mercury-free dental restoration; 

(vii) Encouraging insurance policies and 

programmes that favour the use of quality 

alternatives to dental amalgam for dental 

restoration;

(viii) Restricting the use of dental amalgam to its 

encapsulated form;

(ix) Promoting the use of best environmental 

practices in dental facilities to reduce releases 

of mercury and mercury compounds to water 

and land.

In addition, Parties shall:

(i) Exclude or not allow, by taking measures as 

appropriate, the use of mercury in bulk form by 

dental practitioners; 

(ii) Exclude or not allow, by taking measures as 

appropriate, or recommend against the use of 

dental amalgam for the dental treatment of 

deciduous teeth, of patients under 15 years and 

of pregnant and breastfeeding women, except 

when considered necessary by the dental 

practitioner based on the needs of the patient.



Amendment of Annex A

Pursuant to paragraph 4 of Article 26, the Secretary General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as 

Depositary, has issued a communication following the adoption of decision MC-4/3 “Review and amendment of 

annexes A and B to the Minamata Convention on Mercury. The communication, including the texts of the 

amended Annex A in the six UN official languages, was posted on 28 September 2022 on the UN Treaty 

Collection website at https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/CN/2022/CN.313.2022-Eng.pdf

Pursuant to paragraph 4 of Article 27, amendments to annexes to the Convention shall enter into force:

▪ for a Party on the expiry of one year from the date of the communication by the Depositary, on

28 September 2023, pursuant to paragraph 3 (c) of Article 27;

▪ except for any Party that, pursuant to paragraph 3(b) of Article 27, has notified the Depositary in writing that it 

is unable to accept the amended text;

▪ for any Party that made a declaration with regard to amendment of annexes in accordance with paragraph 5 

of article 30, in which case any amendment shall enter into force for such a party on the ninetieth day after 

the date it has deposited with the Depositary its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession 

with respect to the amendment.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/review-and-amendment-annexes-and-b-minamata-convention-mercury
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/review-and-amendment-annexes-and-b-minamata-convention-mercury
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/CN/2022/CN.313.2022-Eng.pdf


Starting in early September 2023, COP-5 documents will 
be available on the website.

Budget-related documents since 31 July 2023

https://www.minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5

5th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties

https://www.minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5


COP-5 Events

Credentials report to be 
adopted by plenary on 

Thursday morning
➢ Knowledge labs during lunch hours (14:00-14:45) schedule of events to be posted on the COP-5 website.
➢ Exhibition area: Governments, IGOs, NGOs and private sector stakeholders will showcase their activities related to 

the implementation of the Convention

➢ Schedule COP-5 Online Events





Thank you for your attention

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
United Nations Environment Programme
11-13, Chemin des Anémones - 1219 Châtelaine, Switzerland

WEB: www.mercuryconvention.org
MAIL: MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org
TWITTER: @minamataMEA​

#MakeMercuryHistory

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MakeMercuryHistory?src=hashtag_click
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