
Agenda

The ‌3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)‌ invites global scholars,
practitioners, policymakers, students, and community leaders to engage in critical dialogue and
collaborative action on ‌3 to 4 December 2025‌ at the UN House, Brussels.‌

The 3UIRC will serve as a platform for fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, amplifying‌ ‌
diverse voices, and bridging the gap between knowledge production and real-world action‌
to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals.‌

SDG 4‌ ‌– Quality Education‌ ‌
SDG 13‌ – Climate Action‌
SDG 16‌ – Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions‌ ‌
SDG 17‌ – Partnerships for the Goals‌ ‌

Venue‌
UNDP Brussels Representation Office - UN House‌
Bd‌ du Régent 37, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium (‌Google Maps Link‌)

Rooms
Detailed room assignments will be shared a few days before the conference. This will include 
the Zoom links for online participation, provided per room and per day. Each session room will
have its own dedicated Zoom link to ensure smooth and reliable access for virtual attendees.

To conclude room allocations and match each session with the appropriate capacity, the
conference team will follow up with additional information shortly.

Participation Logistics‌
Check-in begins at 8:00 AM at the reception desk. We kindly ask you to present a valid photo‌

      ‌ID for verification. After check-in, remain in the lobby until a member of  the organising team‌
      ‌guides you to the conference area. This may take a few minutes, we appreciate ‌your patience.‌

Wi-Fi will be available to all participants throughout the venue.‌
Coffee and refreshment breaks, as well as light meals, will be provided during the event.‌
Participants are responsible for arranging their own travel, health, and accident insurance.
UNITAR cannot cover costs related to illness, accidents, or loss of  personal belongings during
the conference.‌
Please maintain a calm and respectful atmosphere around the conference rooms during breaks.
The offices opposite these rooms are actively used, and colleagues may be working or on calls.‌
All participants, both in-person and online, are asked to check their email and the event
platform shortly before the conference for final updates.‌
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Overview
This streamlined overview condenses the agenda into a simple session type and time format,
presenting the two-day highlights at a glance for a clear, easy-to-follow snapshot of  the main
activities and recurring sessions throughout the conference. For more detailed information on‌ ‌
the programme for each day, please see the following pages.‌

08:00 – 08:45
Arrival & Check-in

09:00 – 10:00
Keynotes & Opening Remarks

18:10 – 18:45
Keynotes & Closing Remarks

10:00 – 10:45
Coffee Break

10:45 – 13:00
Parallel Sessions: Panels, Presentations, Roundtables

15:45 – 18:00
Parallel Sessions: Panels, Presentations, Roundtables

14:30 – 15:30
Parallel Sessions: Panels, Presentations, Roundtables

15:30 – 15:45
Coffee Break

13:00 – 14:30
Light Lunch

08:45 – 09:00
Welcome & Logistics

Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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DAY 1  ·  Wednesday, 3 December 2025

08h00 – 08h45
Arrival of Participants

08h45 – 09h00
Welcome & Logistics Note

09h00 – 09h30
Opening Remarks
 • Mrs. Camila Brueckner TBC
   – Director, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Brussels 
 • Mr. Frank Borchers
   – Head of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) Bonn Office
 • Dr. Jon-Hans Coetzer
   – Senior Programme Specialist, United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)

09h30 – 10h00
Keynotes (3 × 10 min)
 ‌• ‌Prof. Dr. Florinda Matos
   – ISCTE - University Institute of Lisbon - DINÂMIA'CET
 • Assoc. Prof. Dr. Murat Gülmez
   – Deputy Dean Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences, Çağ University 
 • Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivaylo Peev
   – PhD, Technical University of Sofia
 • Dr. Jon-Hans Coetzer (Moderator)
   – Senior Programme Specialist, UNITAR

10h00 – 10h45
Coffee Break & Networking

10h45 – 11h45
Parallel Sessions

Session A – Interactive Panel (SDGs: 4, 16, 17)
Exercise, What Exercise? Technologies and Practices for Effective Humanitarian Learning

 • Dr. Dolapo Fakuade (Chair) – Coventry University
 • Dr. Yung-Fang Chen (Chair) – Coventry University

Session B – Presentations & Discussion (SDGs: 3, 16, 17)
Policy Coherence, Climate Security and Global Governance

 • Dr. Lorna Waddington – University of Leeds
   ‘Humanity and Humanities in the Loop’: Ethical Governance of GenAI 

 • Dr. Nicolai Due-Gundersen (Moderator) – Bloomsbury Publishing
   Covidocracy: Can there be Global Governance for the next Pandemic? 

DAY 1 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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DAY 1  ·  Wednesday, 3 December 2025

10h45 – 11h45 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session C – Presentations & Discussion (SDGs: 4, 9, 10, 16)‌
AI, Academic Integrity and the Future of Teaching & Learning‌

 ‌• Dr. Luis Miralles – Technological University Dublin‌
   ChatGPT in Education: Challenges, Risks, and Opportunities for Academic Integrity‌

• ‌Dr. Simone Digennaro (Chair) – University of  Cassino and Southern Lazio‌
   ‌Education in the AI Era: Are Human Teachers Still Essential?‌ ‌

 ‌• Asst. Prof. Dr. Ayşegül Kurtulgan – Çağ University‌
   ‌The Role of  AI and Digital Tools in Shaping Financial Literacy Education‌ ‌

11h45 – 12h00‌
Short Break & Transition to Next Sessions‌

12h00 - 13h00‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session D – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 4, 16, 17)‌
From Policy to Practice: Collaborative Pathways for Quality Education in the 2030 Agenda‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Alexandra Ribeiro – National Institute of  Public Administration, INA, I.P.‌ ‌
   ‌Capacity Building and Collaborative Approaches for Policy Coherence in the 2030 Agenda‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Prof. Dr. Florinda Matos (Chair) – ISCTE - University Institute of  Lisbon - DINÂMIA'CET‌ ‌
   ‌Quality of  Education in Multinational Projects: The Catalyst Project Case Study‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Dr. Miroslava Závadská – Palacký University of  Olomouc‌
   ‌Bridging Theory and Practice: The Impact of  Practitioner Engagement on Quality Education‌ ‌
   ‌in Sustainability and Development Studies‌ ‌

Session E – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 9, 12, 13)‌
Sustainable Marketing, Circular Economy and Carbon Reduction‌

 ‌• Dr. Jarmila Zimmermannova – Palacký University of  Olomouc‌
 ‌  ‌New Technologies And Materials From A Consumer Behaviour Perspective:‌ ‌
   ‌Why Is Education Important For The Circular Economy?‌ ‌

 ‌• Asst. Prof. Dr. Duygu Gür (Chair) – Çağ University‌
  ‌ ‌Sustainable Marketing and the SDGs: A Bibliometric Mapping of  Education‌ ‌
   ‌and Global Partnerships‌ ‌

DAY 1 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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DAY 1  ·  Wednesday, 3 December 2025

12h00 - 13h00 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session F – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 13, 16, 17)‌
Strengthening Capacity for Climate Security and Humanitarian Response‌ ‌

 ‌• Ms. Esther Breffka & Ms Monika Psenner‌ ‌
   ‌– European Security and Defence College (ESDC)‌
   ‌European Security and Defence College – Building climate security-related institutional capacity‌
   ‌and resilience: Lessons from the EU Climate Change, Environment, Security and Defence‌ ‌
   ‌(CCESD) Training Platform‌  ‌

 ‌• Dr. Annabelle Boulay‌ & Dr. Dolapo Fakuade‌ (Chair)‌ ‌1‌ 2‌

   ‌– ‌University of  Winchester, ‌Coventry University‌1‌ 2‌

   ‌Strengthening Humanitarian Response: Evaluating Capacity Building for Effective Crisis‌
   ‌Leadership‌

13h00 - 14h30‌
Light Lunch‌

14h30 - 15h30‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session G – Panel Discussion (SDGs: 4, 9, 16, 17)‌
AI ‌in Schools, Peace Education and Intergenerational Futures‌ ‌

 ‌• Mr. Barry Cooper – The Global College‌  ‌
   ‌An approach to creating a culture of  AI use in schools, communities, countries and societies‌ ‌

 ‌• ‌Ms. Saloni Shukla – CICLET, The International Association of  Cinema,‌ ‌
   ‌Audiovisual and Media Schools‌
   ‌AI for Peace: Empowering Youth through Ethical Innovation and Inclusive Education Systems‌

 ‌• Dr. Gloria Shkurti Özdemir (Chair) – Khazar University‌ ‌
   ‌From Literacy to Leadership: Preparing Youth for the AI Era through Institutional Partnerships‌ ‌

 ‌• ‌Dr. James O’Meara – Texas A&M International University‌ ‌
   ‌Bridging Knowledge and Action for SDG 4: The Laredo Learns School Readiness Partnership‌ ‌

Session H – Roundtable (SDGs 4, 7, 13)‌
Integrating Climate and Resource System Modelling into Higher Learning Curricula (STEER)‌

 ‌• Dr. Benard Musekese Wabukala – Makerere University Business School‌  ‌
 ‌• Dr. Mwansa Kaoma – University of  Zambia‌
 ‌• ‌Dr. Leigh Martindale (Chair) – Loughborough University‌ ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Neve Fields – Loughborough University‌
   ‌A Pathway to Policy Impact in SDG 13 in Low- and Middle-Income Countries‌ ‌

DAY 1 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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DAY 1  ·  Wednesday, 3 December 2025

14h30 - 15h30 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session I – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 4, 10, 17)‌
Transforming Higher Education for Sustainable, Inclusive, and Multilingual Learning‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Mark Kelly – Atlantic Technological University‌ ‌
 ‌  ‌The development and implementation of  an integrated Education for Sustainable Development‌ ‌
   ‌(ESD) learning pathway, from foundational literacy to advanced leadership, for both students‌
   ‌and staff in Higher Education (HE)‌ ‌

 ‌• ‌Prof. Dr. Ephrem Habtemichael Redda – North-West University‌  ‌
   ‌Advancing SDG 4 through Digital Transformation: Building Resilient and Equitable Higher‌ ‌
   ‌Education in South Africa‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Mariya Riekkinen (Chair) – Åbo Akademi University‌ ‌
 ‌  ‌Complementary Education for Multilingual Youth in England and Finland: Bridging Knowledge‌
   ‌and Action‌ ‌

15h30 - 15h45‌
Coffee Break & Group Photo‌

15h45 - 16h45‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session J - Roundtable (SDGs: 10, 13, 16, 17)‌
E‌co-Social Contracts for Sustainable and Just Futures: Harnessing Collective Power‌ ‌
in Dealing with the 21st Century Polycrisis‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Katja Hujo (Chair) – UNRISD‌ ‌
 ‌• D‌r. Patrick Huntjens – Inholland University of  Applied Sciences‌ ‌
 ‌• Dr. Manisha Desai – Stony Brook University‌ ‌
 ‌• ‌Carlos Emiliano Villaseñor Moreno – Energy Ministry of  Mexico‌
 ‌• ‌Mr. Davide Sofia – ‌F‌riends of  Eur‌ope‌ ‌

Session K - Presentation & Discussion (SDGs: 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 16, 17)‌
Cross-Sector Approaches to Sustainable Development and Socioeconomic Resilience‌ ‌

  ‌• Mr. Kasun Abeynayaka – Cinnamon Hotels and Resorts‌
    ‌Tourism education: Singapore's strategic engagement with the EU, A soft power analysis‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Mbonteh Jacob Nzang (Chair) – EJED Higher Institute of  Management‌ ‌
   ‌and Biomedical Sciences‌  ‌
   ‌Enterprise Education – A Panacea To The Survival Of  Startup SMEs In The Southwest Restive‌
   ‌Region Of  Cameroon‌

 ‌• Asst Prof. Dr. Eda Kayhan – Çağ University‌ ‌
   ‌Exploring the Role of  Financial and Human Development in the Nexus Between Green Finance‌
   ‌and Sustainable Development: Evidence from Türkiye and Belgium‌

DAY 1 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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DAY 1  ·  Wednesday, 3 December 2025

15h45 - 16h45 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session L - Presentation & Discussion (SDGs: 4)‌
Student Voices on the Front Line of Education – The Global College‌ ‌

 ‌• Mr. Barry Cooper (Chair)‌
 ‌• Ms. Simona Dominguez‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Jimena Lizan‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Amélie Castillo Cadiou‌
 • Ms. Ella Jan Meurville‌

16h45 - 17h00‌
Short Break & Transition to Next Sessions‌

17h00 - 18h00‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session M - Roundtable (SDG: 16)‌
Wh‌at Peace? Whose Peace? What is Peace? Addressing the Global Need for a Common‌
Definition and Praxis of Peace – Nova Southeastern University‌

 ‌• Dr. Terry Savage (Chair)‌
 ‌• M‌r. Murad Abuzekri‌
 ‌• ‌Mr. Leslie Akamambong‌
 ‌• ‌Mr. Akin Akinteye‌
 ‌• Ms. Gina R. Maxwell‌
 ‌• Mr. Jeff McFetridge‌
 ‌• Mr. Momen Waly‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Kadianne Pin‌ard‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Meghan Frank‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Norma Raynor‌
 ‌• ‌Mr. Nykolus Alvut

Session N - Roundtable (SDGs: 1, 7, 10, 11, 13, 17)‌
The New Humanitarian Landscape: Climate, Energy and People, Developing the Next
Generation of Humanitarian Thinkers – UNITAR & Loughborough University‌

 ‌• Dr. Allan Watson (Chair) – Loughborough University‌
 ‌• Dr. Richard Hodgkins – Loughborough University‌ ‌
 ‌• Dr. Leigh Martindale – Loughborough University‌ ‌
 ‌• Dr. Dolapo Fakuade – Conventry Universtity‌ ‌
 ‌• Mr John Mark Walls – Jackson Grown Leader Fellowship‌ ‌
 ‌• Ms. Alexandra Severino – UNITAR‌ ‌

DAY 1 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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DAY 1  ·  Wednesday, 3 December 2025

17h00 - 18h00 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session O -‌  ‌Panel Discussion (SDGs: 4, 9, 16, 17)‌
Epis‌temic Rights, Information Integrity and Education in the Global Infosphere‌ ‌
- Strengthening the Rule of Law in a Global Information Age‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Ann Kristin Glenster – Executive Director, Glenlead‌  ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Kerstin Bartsch – Senior Specialist, Rule of  Law, Division for‌ Peace, UNITAR‌ ‌
 • Dr. Jon-Hans Coetzer (Moderator) – Senior Programme Specialist, UNITAR‌

18h00 - 18h10‌
Short Break & Transition to Closing Session‌

18h10 - 18h40‌
Keynotes‌
 ‌• Ms. Mary MacLennan‌
   ‌– ‌Senior‌ Adviso‌r on Behavioural Science to‌ the‌ Executive Office‌ of  the UN Secretary-General‌ ‌
 ‌• ‌Mr. Waldem‌ar‌ Köhler‌
   ‌– ‌Councillor for Europe & Chair of  the Chapter, Royal Institute of  British Architects (RIBA) Europe‌
 ‌• ‌Dr. Jon-Hans Coetzer (Moderator)‌
   ‌– Senior Programme Specialist, UNITAR‌

18h40 - 18h45‌
Closing Remarks‌

18h45 - 19h15‌
Mindfulness Practice with Meditation Music‌
 ‌• Ms. BK Ritu Thakkar‌
 ‌– Spiritual Author and Researcher, Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University‌

DAY 1 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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DAY 2  ·  Thursday, 4 December 2025

08h00 – 08h45
Arrival of Participants

08h45 – 09h00
Welcome & Logistics Note

09h00 – 09h30
Keynotes (2 × 10 min)
 • Dr. Allan Watson
   – Associate Dean, Loughborough University 
 • Dr. Simona Costanzo Sow
   – Chief, Academic Partnerships at the United Nations Systems Staff College (UNSSC) 
 • Dr. Jon-Hans Coetzer (Moderator)
   – Senior Programme Specialist, United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)

09h30 – 10h00
Keynote with Q&A
 ‌• ‌Dr. Christina Bache ‌– Vrije Universiteit Brussels (VUB)
   Life Under Occupation: The Challenges Facing Women Business Leaders in the West Bank 

 • Dr. Nicolai Due-Gundersen (Moderator)

10h00 – 10h45
Coffee Break & Networking

10h45 – 11h45
Parallel Sessions

Session A – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 4, 10)
Inclusive ELT, English for Specific Purposes and Student Voices

 • Dr. Aysun Dağtaş – Çağ University 
   Leveraging AI for inclusive English Language Teaching: Opportunities and Challenges 

 • Dr. Elis Kakoulli Constantinou – Cyprus University of Technology
   Fostering Sustainability in English for Specific Purposes Contexts: The Revisiting English for
   Specific Purposes in Transdisciplinary Environments (RESPITE) project 

 • Dr. Senem Zaimoğlu (Chair) – Çağ University 
   ELT Students as Catalysts of Change: Exploring Leadership, Resilience, and Equity through
   Student Voices 

DAY 2 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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10h45 – 11h45 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session B – Roundtable (SDGs: 4, 10, 16, 17)‌
AI, Elections and Epistemic Rights in the Digital Age 

 ‌• Ms. Juliane Müller – IDEA Int.‌ ‌
 • Ms.‌ Alisa Schaible – IDEA Int.‌ ‌
 ‌• M‌r. Enzo Martino – ‌IDEA Int.‌ ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms‌. Marybelle C‌herfan (Chair) – Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna‌

Session C – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 3, 4, 9, 10, 17)‌
Healthcare ‌Access, Innovation, and Emerging Technologies in Africa‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Abdul Karim Williams (MD) – Tula State University‌ ‌
   ‌Assessment of  the Disparity and Impact of  Rheumatology Care Accessibility in Africa‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Dr. Bilkisu Zubairu Iliyasu (MD) – Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital & Bayero University Kano‌ ‌
   ‌Correlates of  medical and allied health students engagement with generative artificial‌
   ‌intelligence in Nigeria‌

 ‌• Ms. Lovelle Reynolds (Moderator)‌

11h45 – 12h00‌
Short Break & Transition to Next Sessions‌

12h00 - 13h00‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session D – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 7, 9, 12, 13, 17)‌
Cross-Dis‌ciplinary Approaches to Environmental Responsibility‌ ‌

 ‌• Asst. Prof. Dr. Utku Bulut Şimşek – Istanbul Aydin University‌
   ‌Amine-Functionalized Bimetallic MOFs Synthesized via a Supercritical CO₂-Assisted Method for‌
   ‌Climate Change Mitigation‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Asst. Prof. Dr. Hazal Ezgi Mutlu – Çağ University‌
   ‌Optimization Strategies for Carbon Emission Reduction: A Cross-Sectoral Review‌

 ‌• Prof. Dr. Eda Yaşa Özeltürkay (Chair) – Çağ University‌
   ‌Bibliometric analysis of  studies on Digital footprint‌ ‌

DAY 2  ·  Thursday, 4 December 2025
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12h00 - 13h00 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session E – Interactive Panel (SDGs: 4, 10, 16, 17)‌
Master in Humanitarian Action and Peacebuilding: Alumni Network Launch – Oxford Brookes‌
University & UNITAR‌

 ‌• Ms. Svitlana Wahlen – Inclusion, Diversity, Communication Officer‌ ‌
 ‌• Mr. Elhadi Ibrahim – Asylum Link Merseyside‌ ‌
 ‌• Mr. Shahzad Hikmati – Danish Refugee Council‌ ‌
 ‌• Ms. Amany Ramadan – Miebach‌ ‌
 ‌• Ms. Zoë Jarvis Ducasse – Firecloud‌ ‌
 ‌• Dr. Brigitte Piquard (Chair) – Oxford Brookes University‌ ‌
 ‌• Ms. Alexandra Severino (Chair) – UNITAR‌ ‌

Session F – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 4, 5, 10, 12, 17)‌
Transformative Education, Youth Leadership, and Ethical Pathways to Sustainable
Development‌ ‌

 ‌• Mr. John Mark Walls (Chair) – Jackson Grown Leader Fellowship‌
   ‌Transformational Education: Lifting Barriers and Building Leaders through Youth Programs‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Dr. Myriam Zorgui & Dr. Dhouha Melliti – ESPRIT School of  Engineering Tunisia‌
   ‌Integrated Approach to Sustainability and Ethics Education: ESPRIT Tunisia as a Model for 
  Global Universities through SDG Certification, Ethics, and Corporate Social Responsibility Courses

 ‌• ‌Ms. Catherine Hamel – University of Calgary
   Collaborative Maps of Curiosity: building transformations in constructed environments 

13h00 - 14h30‌
Light Lunch‌

14h30 - 15h30‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session G – Presentations & Discussions‌  (SDGs: 9, 10, 16, 17)‌
Build‌ing Secure and Equitable Digital Ecosystems for Democratic Societies‌

 ‌• Dr. Elizabeth Njatha – University of  Derby‌
   ‌Mapping Cybercrime Infrastructures of  Digital Fraud: An OSINT–NLP Approach to Building‌
   ‌Resilience and Partnerships‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Öznur Uğuz – Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna‌
   ‌Towards a Data-Driven European Twin Transition: An Analysis of  the EU Data Strategy‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Mr. James Okello Wagala – Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna‌
   ‌Mitigating IFFs through Equitable Electoral Campaign Financing – Comparative Study of  Ghana,‌
   ‌Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa and Uganda‌ ‌

 ‌• ‌Ms Marybelle Cherfan (Moderator)‌

DAY 2  ·  Thursday, 4 December 2025

DAY 2 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)

11/16



Bridging Knowledge and Action to Deliver the SDGs | 3 – 4 December 2025 | UN House, Brussels 

14h30 - 15h30 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session H – Panel Discussion (SDGs: 4, 9, 13)‌
Virtual Reality, Metaverse and Immersive Pedagogies‌

 ‌• Instructors Sude Yeniçikan & Yaren Karatas – Çağ University‌
   ‌Pilot Study on the Effects of  Virtual Reality on Prep-year Students' Speaking Anxiety:‌ ‌
   ‌Mixed Method Study‌ ‌

 ‌• VR Lab assistant Çağla Solak – Çağ University‌
   ‌Climate Change Education through the Metaverse: A Sustainable Cultural Heritage‌ ‌

 ‌• Dr. Gülay Güler – Çağ University‌
 ‌Increasing Sustainability Awareness with Virtual Reality‌

 ‌• Dr. Murat Gülmez (Moderator)‌

Session I – Presentations & Discussions (SDGs: 4, 5, 13, 16, 17)‌
Women, Rights, and Resilience: Narratives and Obligations in Conflict, Education,‌ ‌
and the Climate Crisis‌  ‌

 ‌• Dr. Smitha Bhandare Kamat – S.S.Dempo College‌ ‌
   ‌Cartoonist Women Cartoonists' Ethnographic Narratives: Chronicling The Arab World Conflicts‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Dr. Rebecca Rosario Bercasio – Bicol University‌  ‌
   ‌Pagtarabangan: Bicolano Women Teachers' Engagement with Stakeholders during the‌ ‌
   ‌Educational Disruption ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Ms. Thi Ngoc Mai Nguyen (Chair) – University of  Bristol‌  ‌
   ‌State Obligations and the Human Rights Gap in the Climate Crisis‌ ‌

15h30 - 15h45‌
Coffee Break & Networking‌

15h45 - 16h45‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session J - Panel Discussion and Interactive Dialogue (SDGs: 4, 10, 13, 16, 17)‌
Y‌outh-Led Solutions for Climate, Peace, and Security: Bridging Knowledge and Action‌ ‌
– UNDP Rome Centre for Climate Action and Energy Transition: Youth4Climate (Y4C) Initiative‌

 ‌• Ms. Ángela María Herrera Puyana – founder, Manifiesta (Colombia), Y4C 2024 Awardee‌
   ‌Climate action as reconciliation in post-conflict territories.‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Viktoriya Ball – Co-Lead, Rozviy Youth Climate Initiative (Ukraine/UK), Y4C 2023‌ Awardee‌ ‌
   ‌Local climate resilience and recovery during w‌ar.‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Roxani Roushas (Chair) – Youth4Climate Coordinator, UNDP Rome Centre for Climate‌ ‌
   ‌Action and Energy Transition‌ ‌

DAY 2  ·  Thursday, 4 December 2025
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15h45 - 16h45 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session K - Panel Discussion and Interactive Dialogue (SDGs: 4, 9, 10, 16, 17)‌
Cross-Institutional Reflections on Education, AI and Global Challenges – ElaRa‌

 ‌• Prof. Dr. Murat Gülmez, Çağ University‌ ‌
 ‌• Mr. John O’Connor – TU Dublin / EUt+‌ ‌
 ‌• Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivaylo Peev – Technical University of  Sofia‌
 ‌• Dr. Jon-Hans Coetzer (Chair) – UNITAR‌
 ‌• Dr. Todor Todorov – Technical University of  Sofia‌
 ‌• TU Sofia Management Representative ‌TBC‌

Session L - Presentations & Discussion (SDGs: 16, 17)‌
Peaceb‌uilding, Mediation, and Collaborative Governance in Practice‌ ‌

 ‌• Ms. Courtney Chicvak – EAC Network / Columbia University‌ ‌
   SDG‌ 17 in Practice: Community Dispute Resolution Centers as‌ a ‌Method of  Peace and Justice‌ ‌
   ‌in New‌ York State‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Mr. Nykolus Alvut (Chair) – Nova Southeastern University‌ ‌
   ‌Preserving Strategic Alliances: Applying the concept‌ of  ‌Mediated Alliances to International‌ ‌
   ‌Relations‌ ‌

16h45 - 17h00‌
Short Break & Transition to Next Sessions‌

17h00 - 18h00‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session M - Panel Discussion (SDG: 4, 9, 10, 16, 17)‌
AI,‌ Leadership, and Human-Centered Futures: Ethics, Power, and Institutional‌
Transformation‌ ‌

 ‌• Mr. John O’Connor (Chair) – Technological University‌ Dublin, ‌European University‌ of‌ Technology‌ ‌
   ‌The Faustian Algorithm:‌ Powe‌r, Peril, and the Posthuman‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Ms. Saloni Shukla – CICLET, The International Association of  Cinema,‌ ‌
   ‌Audiovisual and Media Schools‌
   ‌Training the Machines, Not Replacing the Minds: Intergenerational Leadership in the Age of  AI‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms BK Ritu Thakkar – Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University‌
   ‌Conscious Le‌adership‌ for Peaceful Institution‌s: Integrating Inner Peace and‌ In‌stitutional‌ G‌rowth‌ ‌
   ‌and Impact‌ ‌

DAY 2  ·  Thursday, 4 December 2025
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17h00 - 18h00 (continuation)‌
Parallel Sessions‌

Session N - Panel Discussion (SDGs: 4, 5, 10, 16, 17)‌
Inclusive Leadership and Intercultural Education for Future-Ready Societies ‌

 ‌• Dr. Soad Louissi (Chair) – Grenoble École de Management‌
   ‌Institutional Actions and Student Integration: An Intercultural Perspective‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Dr. Ricardo Lozano – Texas A&M International University‌
 ‌  ‌Sound Leadership in Cross-Cultural Environments: Inclusive and Representative Participation‌ ‌
   ‌for All‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• Dr. Semiha Gürsoy, Çağ University‌ ‌
   ‌Future-Ready Education and Youth Leadership: A Systematic Mapping‌ ‌

Session O -‌  ‌Presentations & Discussion (SDGs: 10, 16, 17)‌
Human Security, Global Power Structures, and Pathways to Sustainable Peace‌ ‌

 ‌• Ms. Sophonie Compas – University of  Massachusetts, Boston‌ ‌
   ‌Conditional Legitimacy: Human Security as the Basis for Permanent‌ ‌Membership in the UN‌ ‌
   ‌Security Council‌ ‌
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Ms. Martyna Szoja (Chair) – University of  Duisburg-Essen‌ ‌
   ‌China’s New Role in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime‌ 
 ‌
 ‌• ‌Dr. Grazvydas Jasutis – Human rights‌ in Armed Forces, Security Sector Refo‌rm,‌ ‌
   ‌Conflict Resolution‌ ‌
   ‌Reimagining Ceasefires as Frameworks for Human Security and Sustainable Peace‌ ‌

18h00 - 18h10‌
Short Break & Transition to Closing Session‌

18h10 - 18h30‌
Closing Remarks, Next Steps and Farewell‌ ‌

DAY 2 | Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)

DAY 2  ·  Thursday, 4 December 2025
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Security Guidelines
All participants must carry their photo ID at all times.
UN Security Clearance (ISECT) required for UN staff  participants. In case of  a security
incident, follow the guidance of  the UN House staff.

Social Media
Join the conversation online:

Hashtag: #3UIRC
UNITAR LinkedIn, Twitter/X, Instagram, Facebook
We encourage participants to share insights and experiences respectfully and professionally.

Partners
Çağ University
Loughborough University‌
Alliance for Nursing Innovation, Education, and Advocacy (ANIEA)‌
The Global College‌
University of  Science and Technology‌
EUt+ ELaRA Research Group‌
International IDEA‌
ETAI Center | Khazar University‌ ‌
Åbo Akademi University‌
Grenoble École de Management‌
Technical University of  Sofia‌
Instituto Nacional de Administração, I.P. (INA, I.P.)‌
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)‌
Youth4Climate (Y4C)‌
Manifiesta - Hecho en Colombia‌ ‌
Rozviy Initiative (Розвій)
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https://www.linkedin.com/school/unitarhq/
https://x.com/UNITAR
https://www.instagram.com/unitarhq/
https://www.facebook.com/UNITARHQ
https://www.cag.edu.tr/en
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/
https://www.anieanurses.org/
https://theglobalcollege.com/
https://ust.edu/en/
https://www.univ-tech.eu/
https://www.idea.int/
https://khazar.org/en/item/10418
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Online Learning and Education (preferred contact) 
E-mail: elearning.ptp@unitar.org 

Jacqueline Mukamusana (security issues within the UN House)
UN House Administrative Associate
E-mail: unhouse.administration.be@undp.org
Phone: +32 (0)2 213 81 07

Sascha Weh (UNITAR focal point at the UN House)
Chief  of  Division for Peace, Brussels Office
E-mail: sascha.WEH@unitar.org

Conference Organising Team 
For urgent matters during the conference, please reach out to:
 
Alexandra Severino
Programme Coordinator, Online Learning and Education 
E-mail: alexandra.severino@unitar.org 
 
Ana Moreira 
Graphic Designer, Online Learning and Education 
E-mail: ana.moreira@unitar.org 

Dr Jon-Hans Coetzer
Senior Programme Specialist, Online Learning and Education
E-mail: jon-hans.coetzer@unitar.org

Agenda and Logistics for the 3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC)
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