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15 September, 2010
PRESS RELEASE
UNITAR, OECD AND EGYPT TO PROMOTE SMARTER PARTNERSHIPS TO ENHANCE POTENTIAL OF MDG8, AT UN SUMMIT IN NEW YORK

Smarter Partnerships in a Complex World: The Potential of MDG 8
Side Event: UN High Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on the MDGs

Organised by UNITAR, Egypt and the OECD

Monday, September 20th 10.00 a.m. - 2.30 p.m.
Conference Room 5, North Lawn Building, UN Headquarters

On the occasion of the UN High Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on the MDGs, UNITAR, OECD and the government of Egypt are teaming up to engage the international community in a strategic discussion on the potential of smart and innovative partnerships under MDG8 to accelerate overall progress on MDGs and meet the 2015 deadline. The side-event Smarter Partnerships in a Complex World: The Potential of MDG 8 will be held from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the UN premises in Conference Room 5. 

Partnerships lie at the heart of success stories of progress towards the MDGs. In the current context of decreasing ODA, smarter partnerships involving new actors, innovative features and accountability have proven their effectiveness in leveraging the maximum from development resources. They should be replicated to further accelerate progress towards the MDGs by 2015.

The event will showcase outstanding partnership practices that have contributed to advancing the MDGs in the areas of Aid & Development, Emergency Response, and Human Rights, and announce new highly innovative partnerships for the five years to come. Speakers will include (but not limited to): Mr. Angel Gurría OECD Secretary-General, Ms. Navanethem Pillay UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Patti Londoño, Vice Minister for Multilateral Affairs of Colombia, Ms. Emilia Pires Minister of Finance of Timor Leste, Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul former Minister of Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany and Member of Parliament, Mr. Georg Kell, Head of the UN Global Compact, Ms. Marielza Oliveira Director for Governance at UNITAR and Dr. Talaat Abdel-Malek Economic Adviser to the Minister of International Cooperation of Egypt.
Session 1 of the side-event Partnerships that work – what do we know? will be held from 10.00 a.m. until 12.45 p.m. The potential of MDG 8 is still largely unexploited. An initial discussion will highlight effective partnerships that have helped to achieve the MDGs, drawing lessons for the future in particular in the areas of South-South cooperation, public-private partnerships and partnerships in fragile states. Innovative partnerships offer additional scope for accelerating MDG achievement over the next five years; a second discussion will look at some examples.

The discussion will particularly draw on case studies from Brazil, Haiti, Colombia, Egypt, Timor Leste and in the field of Human Rights.
Session 2 The audience decides: how do we make partnerships smarter? will take place from 1.15 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. Everyone agrees that partnerships are essential, but what really works? In this TV-style debate, panellists will put forward concrete recommendations to the General Assembly in a manifesto for MDG 8. The audience will decide what it should contain.

The side-event has raised a lot of interest among the international community as effective partnerships are the backbone of any accelerated progress on MDGs. Organizers have received an overwhelming number of requests for registrations and had to limit registrations to accommodate security requirements during the UN Summit. 

Please find agenda and biographies of speakers attached. 

For more information, please contact: 

Marielza Oliveira, Associate Director for Governance, UNITAR, Tel + 41 79 615 84 81, marielza.oliveira@unitar.org

David Koschel, Head of Office OIC, UNITAR New York, Tel. +1 212 963 9683, koschel@un.org 
Postal Address: UNITAR - Palais des Nations CH-1211 Geneva 10 - Switzerland

Street Address: International Environment House 11-13 Chemin des Anémones CH-1219 Châtelaine - Geneva

T +41 22 917 8455    F +41 22 917 8047    www.unitar.org
Institut des Nations Unies pour la Formation et la Recherche

Instituto de las Naciones Unidas para Formación Profesional e Investigaciones
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