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For the A-bombed trees 

blessed year. Awareness of the 
deep, multiple messages of 
these gentle survivors is rising 
worldwide, thanks to your col-
lective work. It is now almost 

Hiroshima Botanical Garden 
and all the volunteer mem-
bers of our Working Group, 
to keep up with requests for 
seeds and saplings!  Rotary, 
thanks to its various chapters, 
has become a close and special 
ally. Hiroshima City, along-
side the Mayors for Peace 
movement, is sending seeds 
to many member cities world-
wide, to highlight the threats 
of nuclear weapons. In Octo-
ber, U.N. Secretary General 
Ban Ki Moon planted a small 
Ginkgo biloba on the grounds 
of the U.N. Headquarters in 
Geneva, and we can hope for 
a similar planting at the U.N. 
in New York. Nagasaki City is 
increasingly engaged in inven-
torying its own survivor trees 
and we hope to see the dream 

-
ful year otherwise, for too 
many. Too much violence, 
inhumanity and suffering, too 
many wars and terrorist at-
tacks, too many arms and in-
stances of buckling in to arms 
vendors and the military-in-
dustrial complex. To pretend 
that on a global scale things 
are getting better could appear 
naive.

Still, we have an obliga-
tion to be hopeful, and to per-
severe. This, I believe, is the 
very essence of GLH. For next 
year, therefore, renewed reso-
lutions:  We hope to explore 
methods to translate into train-
ing curricula, concepts such 
as the safeguard of greenery 
and its role, in the reconstruc-
tion of post-war memory/cit-

ies (and the role of botanical 
gardens therein). We will con-
tinue work with our partners, 
to enhance the protection and 
care of the mother trees, and 
also help Hiroshima Botani-
cal Garden expand its own 
capacities for seed storage and 
dissemination, in response to 
growing demand.  Thanks to 
our master gardener Chikara 
Horiguchi, architect/historian 
in residence Akio Nishikiori 
and the indefatigable Nobuaki 
Nishikawa, we hope to ex-
plore further the history and 
narrative of each mother tree, 
as quite a few of you —most 

Italy, Mike McCue and Alan 
Branhagen from the U.S., 
Adam Harrower from South 
Africa, among others — have 
asked about this. We prom-
ise that we shall do our best 

gaps, even if ultimately every 
survivor tree — I am tempted 
to say every tree — maybe 
an unexplainable mystery. 

Increasingly you are each 
taking a leadership role, in 
sharing in your own com-

the message of Hiroshima’s 
A-bombed trees, but also the 
seeds of the descendants of 
their descendants…. We shall 
do our best to continue help-
ing you in these efforts.  Our 
Green Legacy Hiroshima 
family worldwide has grown 
much, and we may not have 
met each of you individually 
yet, but we feel the deep, green 
and life-nurturing connection 
we have with you, through the 
trees. May it continue, for a 
1000 years to come (and Hap-

Hiroshima, Japan

In the last general election, the people of Massa-

-

seems the Legislature is doing everything in its power to 
hinder, delay and amend the proposition. As Massachusetts 

issues, to enact law by initiative petition, why once again, 
are the professional Beacon Hill politicians doing every-
thing in their power to thwart the unambiguous will of the 

The initiative petition process is not 
easy, nor should it ever be. Petitioners 

registered voters. The language of the 
-

torney General and the Secretary of 
State must approve its appropriateness 
for placement on the ballot. All along 
the way opponents may seek to deny 
the petition in the courts or through the 

Legislature. Once on the ballot the voters have the right to 
say yes or no to the petition 

the Secretary of State, the Executive Branch is supposed 
to enforce the petition. The Legislature may have to tweak 
the law if funding is required.

The process is straight forward, but not easy. With the 

Legislature seems to be “the public be damned.” They will 
do as they wish and pay little heed to the “ignorant sods” 
(our terminology) who voted this measure. The Legislature 
seems to come at this business as a police agency rather 
than as representatives of the people. They seem overly 
concerned with regulation, with law enforcement, with 
how to punish people or thwart the rights of people to use 
this substance rather than allowing the petition to become 
practice and tweaking the regulation after we see how the 

Why not give this policy an opportunity to work and let the 

over enforcement and over taxation?
Unfortunately this is the habit of “we know better than 

you” government bureaucracy. Some years ago the people 
voted to reduce the State Income Tax to 5 percent. State 
government said no. They did not care what the people 
voted. They knew better and heaven forfend the profes-
sional politicians on Beacon Hill should be forced to cut 
programs or lay off their cronies or the union members 
they are so beholding to, to reduce state spending.

-

-

system as it currently operates in the United States. The 
solution may be term limits to return the republic to what 

-
-

ness interests to “give back” to the country that was fertile 
ground for the seeds of their ambition and hard work. They 
would be appalled by the class of professional politicians 
and their coat holders we have allowed to evolve. The de-

issue.
Finally in the interest of full disclosure we voted yes on 

the proposition, but do not use, nor have ever used, mari-

libertarian instincts and a desire to free law enforcement 
from the burden of having to deal with this substance.

Free legal advice
Attorney Edward Conroy will be available to meet with 

elders for free 15-minute consultations at 1 p.m., Tuesday,  
Jan. 17  at the Hanson Senior Center. Call the center at 781-
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THE DEADLINE is  
Tuesday at noon.

Why is the State 
House hindering the  
will of the people?

BY EMERY MADDOCKS

GETTING REAL

My sincere appreciation 
and a heartfelt thank you goes 
out to all who participated in 
our “Santa’s Elves for Whit-
man Seniors” Giving Tree at 
the Senior Center.  

The response was over-
whelming. 

With 156 gift cards to 
Whitman establishments do-
nated, you were able to bright-
en the holidays for more than 
50 of our very grateful senior 
neighbors.  

We were fortunate to meet 
many kind and generous peo-
ple who came into the Senior 
Center to take tags from the 
Giving Tree. We met grand-

mothers with grandchildren, 
adult children of elder parents, 

-
ees and volunteers, and many 
people who weren’t familiar 
with the Senior Center. I was 
contacted by an employee of a 
Whitman business whose of-

Friday. All of the money they 
collect is donated to a local 
charity at the end of the year. 
Our Giving Tree was the for-
tunate recipient of that very 
generous donation. Again, 
the response was heartwarm-
ing, overwhelming, and a true 
community effort.

Our Giving Tree began 
this past Christmas as a pilot 

expect for participation or re-
sults.  Due to its overwhelm-

will now be an annual tradition 
at the Senior Center.  For our 
Second Annual “Santa’s Elves 
for Whitman Seniors” Giving 

am happy to report that we’re 
going to need a bigger tree! 

Thank you to all and very 
best wishes for a happy and 
healthy New Year.

Barbara J. Garvey,  
Director 

Whitman Council on Aging

Thanks to all who supported Whitman Council 
on Aging’s holiday Giving Tree for seniors

Hiroshima tree project sprouts in Hanson
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